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' HISTORY
Maval Air Station
PUCHENE, .Iweui, T. H.

CEROTOLOGY

Pre-War Period 1939-1GL1

Commercial flying began at Maui Airport.

Iewi Airpert chosen as site

Utility Squadron Three.

for drone

YI-3 aryiv

V@-2 uged Faui Airpert for training.
Orzanigation Period 1942-19.43

VJ-3 alsriad, Poirol and sezrch £1ig
s temporarily curitailsd

(PR S )

Commander John L. Lurpny, USN arrived

orders to develop Kewi Adrport into a !

Submarine surfaced in Kamulul Bay and
togn of Kohwiudi. - leuils sole attacis

gzicnszd,

Commonder John L. Liwrshy, USH assumed
jout. Comdr. Wilkine became Etecutive

2d on laul, commenced operatl
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7 December

19

313
2% Februzry
6 Larch

15 lerch

£ June
16 June
16 June

5 July

10 Auguet

Auvgust

1 September

September

October
28 Qctiober
23 Hovember

12 Deceﬁber

CIRONOLOGY

Captain Murphy cssigrec acditional duty as Presvective
Cormanding Officer, IS, Hamului, ieul,

I
%
&

jetrict Shore Patrol estab

D
45th U. S, Haval Conztruction Batielicon arrived,

TA LI ) e b PRGN 2 o= P ]
A%, Fahuwiui, Heud cormiccicned.

AT ~ T, e L J R, a — = ., L
ATOUS 10 arrived, belcn tTalning coUECTYCRE LN CORDEV

intercevtion.

VI-13 commigsioned aboard by Cormander Tiility Ving
Fzeific Pleet.

Tw0 inztrument instrueters zefin movrine it nilols
of iir Creup Sitn

1y TR

llavy Harizeting Center estzbliched.

Instrument instructors toanglorred to iel, fon

~
Seten Ycomnuiing! to lhe runens o fngvruct sguadren

ohe.

nilote here.

CASG-32 commissioned aboard. 70 be based tempcrarily
at MAS, Kahului,

Sl:eet and Trap rangee constructed.

Ship and Aircraft Recognition Insiructior raperied to

Tt

CAiSTU-4 for duty.

ARGUS 17 replaced ARGUE 10 in conbat izterception
training.

Tand areas in excess of Mavy's need for air ¢ tation
raturned to Hawaiian Cormercial ané Sucar Conpany.

Station chapel dedicated. Recognized by BuPers.
Admiral Mimitz attended dedication.

Develovment Period 1044=-1945

Air Support groun arrived for training sguadron
personnel in air support procedure.
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T o CHRONOLOGY '

6 liarch CBLU-575 reported aboard., Tool: over work of Public
Works Departnent.

v e

19 April  ARCUS 17 deperted.

lay 127th U. S. MNaval Construction Batitalion replaced the
48th USICE. '

15 August Inetrument instruction improved by the assignment of
pilots, planes and meintenance personnel to A3,
Puunene under superv.sic: of headguarters at NAS,
Kaneche.

4
4~
S

13 Septenmber Synthetic "ground" trainin: devices cet up Jor use of
squadron persomnel; gumairsimicicr, 332, voice mirror,
etc,

16 Hovember Captain Junius L. Cciten, TEL (R2t) relieved Captain
John L. Murphy, USH ac Cemmaniing Of7icer cf ILS
Putnene.

4 February Air Sea Rescue became tie duty of three nilots
soecifically ascigned under IS, Purnene Operations

Denertment.,
1 lay 127th U, £, favel Genciructhicn 2aialiicn dezaried.
kay, Jun-camers neticd cf Imprevins 2ilet sceuracy
insugurated oy Thotosranihic and synihetic training
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a truck and ldter from the tower. Vj-318 officers and petiy oificers
alco carried on the administration of all the Havy aptiﬁities-at this tire.

A crew of one Chief Feity Officer and several men were caretakers
for the installation which was an auxiliary £ield of Haval Air Station,
Pearl Harbor.

During 1941 VF-2 came to Haul for training purposes. The adventages
of +he field for training carrier groups soon becare evident and
additional quarters were built and yrunways were lengthened and pavad.
Mzalaea Airport was leased as & possible auwxiliary field for training
purposes.

ORGANIZATION FERIOD 1942-1G43 '

On 7 Decerber 1941 when word wasrreceived that Pearl harbor was bein
attacked all VJ-3 planes were kept in the air. Four were arned with .30
caliber machine guns and the remainder were armed with autoratic rifles.
VJ-3 was entrusted with the security of the awcdliary field., The etation
was continuously alert and pairol flighis were ipstituted by VJ-3 planes.
Somb shelters and machine gun emplacenents were built.? Personnel aboard at
that time totaled 150 ¥avy men, 7 laval Officers, 200 Army men and 2
Arry Officers.* |

After the outbrear of the war, drone service was temporarily curtailed,
and the sguadron concentrated nore on peirol and search flights, both
subnarine and rescue, as requested by the Cormander Utility Wing Pacific
Fleet and the Cormander Hawaiian Sea Frontier., HNormal operations were
resuned late in larch 1942 but patrol andé search flights continued mtil
the following year to be included in the daily operations. Utility
Squadron Three continues to the present its operation of the drones as

3

well ac the caily mail flight <o and from Oahu.

Cormercial flights were alnost uninterrunted in December 1941.
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Flights to Hilo wers resumed on December & although flignta to Maui
were held up for three or four days. Flying conbinued on the same
schadule but was now under military supervision. Armed civilian gvards
were placed on all planes and all baggage was carsfully inapected,
Maui'e sole attacks of the war were on 15 and 31 December 1941 when a
submarine surfaced in Kahului Harbor and opened fire in the general

direction of the Maul Pineapple Facta-y.l

Naval Air Station Puvnene Origin
On December 11, 1941 Commander John L. Murphy, USN, Comander Utility
Wing Base Force came to Maui under verbal arders of the Comaander Task

Force Nine to prepare for the basing on Maui of personnel and equipment
of one Naval Aircraft Carrier Group and one Army Air Corps Heavy
Bombardment CGroup. The expansion was to include the extension of the
runways, additional housing facilities, increased fuel storage, an
oxygen plant and prepsration for the meintenance of planes to be basad
hers, The new facilities were planned under a very definite plan of
dispersion to eliminate the possibility of deati‘w:tion of all of one type
of .facilit..;r or supply or persomnel by a single beab hit. The area
required for these dispersed facilities was in excess of 2500 acres and
included a section of the territorial highway, a plantation village of
soms size and an irrigation system roaarvbirﬂ, in addition to the extensirve |

sugar cane fielda.‘*

Because the Maui Airpart figured in the emergency plans for both
the Army and the Navy the planning and work of expansion continued for a
time under the supervision of beth. Hawaiian Constructors operating
under the USED carried out the plans of the Army. They erscted many of the
frame buildings in the CASU and squadron areas and the supply buildinga
jn the new Naval Air Station area. Contractors Pacific Naval Air Bases




under contracts NOy-4173 end 3550 operated under the directien of the Navy.
Standard building plans forwarded by the Commandant Fourteenth Naval
District, were used wherever possible. |
On Surday, 25 January 1942 the Naval Air Statien, Maui was

commissiored under iiauteﬁant Commander Earl B. Wilkdins, USNR. Five
days later Commander Murphy returnaed with orders to duty as Commanding
Officer and Iieuﬁenant Commander Wilkins became the Executive Officer.
VJ-3 officers and petty officers continued the actual administratiocn
of the air station until the first of April, when enough Alr Station
of ficers were aboard to stand its watches and conduct its business,>

CASU L Commissioned

During February 1942 Carrier Adrcraft Service Unit Four was
commissioned aboard for the purpose of strengthening the defense of the

, Hawaiian Islands and to develop 2 mobile carrier alrcraft maintenance

unit capable of being transferred te duty aboard a carrier or to scme
forward ﬁaae, upen short notice if necessary. Since its commissioning
GAsU-L has been responsible for all aircraft maintenance and routine
checks, all servicing of planes on the line, loading of ammunitden,
bombe and rockets, upkeep of all crdnance, radio and safety egquipmert
and furnishing of supplies for the squadrons.

A detachment of Marine veterans of Pearl Harbor arrived in April
to form the station Marine guard. 1t. K. C. Lovell, as Public Works
Officer, began a Jjob that was eventually to touch nearly every Navy shore
establishment south of Oahu, It was eventually recommended that the
Navy acquire title to the 1and area held by the Army, the Territory and
the Hawaiian Commercial and Sugar Company and needed for the Naval Air
Station. These areas are now held under a leass with the option to buy,
for which prices have not yet been determined. The lease on Mazlaea
Adrport was renewed, not for the purpose originally envisioned but for

-5-
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a moving target machine gun range as a part of the training facilities
of the Naval Air Station.
Demands for equipment for Maul apparently received some priority.

' For example, a generator set was transferred from Wake Island to laui,

telephone exchange equipment intended for Midway was diverted to Maul

and the aircraft utility shop which finally arrived on Maui was
" originally planmed for Midway and later for Samca. Divided authority for

the construction program led to certain delays in the acquisition of
equipment and in the progress of construction. After five J.norrtha of this
bilateral éonatmction program Ccummander Murphy wrots to Ijeutenant
Ccamander Powsll "Lack of progress on the construction of this station
haa been such that as of this date no more planes could be based here
than could have been based here prior to the outbreak of tl_ze war,
This situvatien is jintolerable and must be rectifiedl” Within weeks
thereafter the firm of Hawaiian Constructors bad stopped work, the USED
had withdrawn and further e:r.pami‘on of the air station was carried on
egtire]y by the Contractors Pacific Naval Air Bases under the Naryls
dirsction, | | |

By mddyear of 1942 the Navy had permission to control traffic en
the section of the Puunene-Kieni highway which was sventually to be
ccmpletely inside the naval reservation., Plans had been made for an
adequate water supply, power supply and sewage dispossl and material fo;-
40,000 feet of fencs for enclosing the alr station was requested, Building
in the CASU and squadron areas was complsted excspt for atility.connections.
The acquisition from the Army of the land area needed for the Naval

Ai:'" Station continued to be a difficult problen'of correspondancse.

Second Naval Air Statdon Planmnsd

Farly in this year 1t, South, II was again surveying. This time it

‘o




was to choose a location for a second Naval Air Statdon on Mani, His
recommendation was that any new field be built in the cane fields of
Puunene valley starting from scz;atch.'? When in October the sits for
NAS, Kahului _was-chosen it was in the cane field area adjoining the shore
of Kahului Bay. '

Tn Juns 1942 fleet sireraft units began using the Naval Air Station
Mani as a tra.ining station, VF-72 arrived with the first of the FiF's
that kept the station occupied for the rest of the year. |

During the second year of operatiocn bullding cormtinued, in the
hands of the L48th U, S. Naval Construction Rattalion. The moving target
machine gun range at Maalaea Adrport was cancelled as was the oxygen
plant, but new training functions and safety measures werse inaugurated
and deveiopod. An additional crash and rescue boat operated by NAS
perscnonel was stationed at Kahulul harbor and private telephcne lines
to the crash boat dock at Kihei wers acquired. 4 radio tranmmitter
building housing nine transmitters began operat.ibn. '

New Training Facilities

Five lLink instrument trainers originelly shipped to Maul for a
Fighter Dirsctor School, were uncrated and set up by .per'son.nel on detached
duty from NAS, Kaneche. ARGUS 10 arrived to train squadron persomel in
combat interception. Two instrument instructors arrived to give
instrument flight instruction to sguadron pilota during their stay at Maul.
The skeet and trap range was built pr_'_imarily for the use of squadron
personnel. An officer reported to CASU-A as instructor in ship and air-
craft recognition. Late in the year ARGUS 17 replaced ARGUS 10 in ’

fighter directar training., Four tracts of land were returned to Hawaiian

Commercial and Sugar Company and the present outlines of the Naval Adir

Station were established.



Utility Squadron Ileven, off-spring of VJ-3 wuae commizssionsd aboard -
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and trained for Two ﬁonzns before leszving, Hem rrasurss
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the limitzs of the sisbtion, a levy llarkeiing Centar ani the Ghore Petrol,
In Decermber Adriral IH5mitz atbternded the dedication of the new chzpel.

HTYRLCELIT FRRICD 1944-1945

81411 more faciliiies were offercd squadron personnel during the

following year. A support eir control unit begen trsining pilovs in

air supnort phases of amphibious landi 12 operabions, tre instrument flight
tralnlnc progran was expanded and syrthetic iraining devices including
gunairstructor were installed.

The 127th Construcition Babtitalion replaced the A%uh Comsiruction
Battalion as constructors for the stetion and CBUU-575 arrived and
assumed the duties of the Public Works Depertment. VJ-3's swimming
beach on Kamaole Bay became the Havy Beach for the use of ell NAS,
Puunene personnel.

The'present veer nas seen She departure of the 127th Construciion
Battalion and the improvement of air-sea rescue arrangements. Three
pilots are now permanently aszsigned o air-sea rescue duty where
formerly NAS, Puunene and NiS, Kahuwlui on alternate days provided &
standby pilot as a rescue pilot.

Senior Naval Officer Present On Hani

-

Because of relative ranl as OGtween conmending officers of laval
4ir Stations (permenent Maval units on kaui) Captein hurphv became Senior
avel Officer Precent. On 21 lay 1344 he was desiznated Commander Naul
Group Local Nevol Defense forces, arl ac such had many regporgibili
e

on iiani nob directly connected with the liaval Air Siotion. t one time

he had additional duty as p“o"ppctlve Commzniing Officer of IAS, Fahului.

S
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The functions of the Shore Patrel, Nevy Marleting Centrr, Newvyr Freight
Office and Fire Mershal wer~ esteblished under the authority of the Senior

Naval Officer Present or were transferrsd There later from the Naval Air

Stotion. The Neval Air Stations Kahului and Eilo depsnded on this parent

station until their own adétivities were firmly egtablished, The Public
Works Department under Lirutenant Lovell supervised survering, procurement
ana actual construction for both air stetions.

Even the depertments and divisions of the Naval Air Station have
been utilized by obher navel units on the izlami zin~e the time when
the Naval Air Ststion, Meui was *he only bese hers. Gost important, the
air-sez Tessue plenes and crash snd rescue hoals 0" the Puunene Operations
Deparizment are at the call of all aireraft in the Hawaiian Islends.
in eddition the chaplains, the disbursing officer, the legal officer
and the legal assistance officer, and the educaional services officer find
it necessarv to do an avprecisble amount of travelling to extend thedir
respecfive services to the ovher Navy, Marine and Coa~i Guardi units on
the island. The disvensary, officers nlubh, shin's servics, laundry,
bakery, vhotographic labovatory, sup2'y de-artment end nost office,
wnile no® cérryinq thei~ services *o the losation of the other militery
units, find a very large pert of their work Lo be for the direct benefit
of those units.

Ca;tdin J. L. Cotten relieved Ce=%zin Hurphy in Hovember 1944 es
Commanding Officer MAS Puunene, Senior Naval Of€icer Present, and
Commander Meui Group, Local lNawval Defanse Force, |

A contrast bewween thr size of the Mavel scitivity et NAS Puunsne now
end in December of 1941 when C-otain Murphy “irc* arrived is probsbly

best shown by the personnel aboard a*% th~ tvo iinmes, Cn 12 Decenber
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about a month before the time of commissioning, the stastion on board
personnel numbered 7 officers and 150 enlisted men, including VJ-3.

On 1 July 1945 the station on board count wes 206 officers, 2,465 enlisted
personnel., Fleet Air Detachment numbered 359 officers and 333 men

makiné the total based at Neval Air Stction Fuunene £65 officers and
2,798 men including seven MNavy nurses, eight WiVE officers and 92 TWiUD

enlisted personnel_.9 Totel aircraft on board - 271.10
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