WINUTES OF TURRITORIAL ARRONAUTICAL COMMISSION MEETING
HELD AT THE HONOLULU ARMORY ON WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON,
OCTOBER 24, 1928, AT 2:00 P. M.

PRESENT:

Colonel P. lI. Smoot, Chaivman
klire. Chester Clarke

Mr. Will C. Crawford

lir. Herbert F. Cullen

lr. Leo G. Fehlman

Commander Victor D. Herbster
Er. A, W. Van Valkenburg

ABSENT:
- None
Act 238, Revised Laws of Hawaii, 1927, reads in part as follows:

"at least three of the members of said Commission shall be
competent licensed seronauts, or aeronzuts holding commission as such in the
aviation service of some brench of the United States Army, Havy, liarine Corps
or Coast Guard, including the Hawail National Guard, the Naval Hilitia and
Reserve Corps™.

On July 27th the Chairman notified the Governor it had just ¢ome to his atten-
tion that Nr. Crawford had resigned as a 2nd Lieutenant, U. 5. Army Air Corps,
(Reserve), and that lir. Cullen had decided not to continue his application for
a pilot's license, Department of Commerce. - This meant that the Commission

was illegelly constituted at that time as Mr. Fehlman was the only member qual-
ified as an aeronaut. The law, gquoted here, requires there be three asronaut
members. In order to rectify this condition, the Govermor on October 2, 1928,
appointed Commander Victor Z. Herbster, Commanding Officer of the Naval Air
Station, Pearl Harbor, and 2nd Lieutenant Chester Clarke, U. S. Army 4ir Corps
Reserve, as members of this Commission for & period of 4 years. These two new
members were introduced and thelir appointments read and filed with the Secre-
tary.

The minutes of the previous meeting were read. There being no cor-
rections, the minutes stand approved as read.

The Chaiman advised the Commission that the Superintendent of Publiec
Wlorks and the local representztive of the Aeronautics Branch of the Department
of Commerce had been invited to attend this meeting but were uwnable to do so
owing to previous engazemente.

The Territory of Mawali Airport Rules submitted on June 14, 1928 to
the Governor wers approved by His Excellency on the Sth day of July, 1928.
These rules are incorporated in the 2mmual report of the Chaimen for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1928.

i

4As the Commission was considering the est2blishment of a territorial]
cairport on land kmown as "Wailua Heuka" in the vieinity of Lihue, a letter was
addressed to the Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Xauai with reference
to the road leading to ‘zilua Falls. The reply stated it was believed it \
would be several years before the road could be improved by the County. Ir.
Crawford stated that he visited this field about three weeks 2go with Mr.
Charles Fern of Lihue; that there is quite a bit of rainfall but does not think
it would meke the field dangerous &s the soil is not of the mud-clay kind.
He thought that the road situation would be a difficult one as the present one
is unimproved. Iir. Crawford recommended that for the present we spend our ef-
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forts on the Port Allen Field and though & field should be established at
Lihue, that we wait until the Lilme people want it,

The Chaiman welcomed home Mr. Van Valkenburg who recently return-
ed from a trip to the ilsinland which was for the burpose of getting in touch
with the latest developments in aireraft and the methods of operztions at
comnercial airports. Mr. Van Valkenburg gave a brief narrative of his trip.
He declared that the Oakland Airport is one of the finest in the United
States. The Chairman inguired in what respects it was one of the finest.
lir. Van Valkenburg replied that it was because of its area; present equipment,
possibilities for further development; the management and public backing.

In commenting on the Air Races and Exposition held in Los Angeles from Sep-
tenmber 8 to 16 he said it was a wonderful means of educating people who are
not air-minded in the development of aviation. {400,000 was spent on the Ex-
position. Mr. Van Valkenburg was greatly impressed by two new amphibian
planes which he saw in the Bast.

A note of thanks from Captain Kingsford-Smith and his comrades of
the "Southern Cross" was read. .

lir. Ralph P. King and Mr. U, H. Miller were granted licenses by the
Chairman to take photographs from 2ireraft over the Island of Oahu, This was
in accordance with a motion unanimously carried at the meeting of April 23rd
"That the Chairman is authorized to approve any applications for licenses to
make asrial pictures over the Island of Oahu that he deems desirable",

£ report by Mr. Dolsn to the issistant General liznager of the Inter-
Island Steam Navigation Company on an inspection trip of emergency fields on
the Islend of Oahu was read. In this connection the Chairman stated "Ve /
cannot spend money on land that is not territorially owned except it is spec{
ifieally stated in our legislative appropriation bills. e should not have
any strings attached to appropriations for the next biemnial period".

lr. William Walsh of Xahului writes thet the Spreckelsville loca-
tion is not considered favorable but that he is impressed with the possibili-
ties at Kihei and has reguested r. J. H. Foss of Faia to make a survey of \/
Kihei Flats. To date this Commission is not in receipt of & copy of this
survey. lir. Yalsh mentioned the visit of ilr. Hugh Hill who is favorably in-
clined to the establishment of 2n inter-island service by seaplanes. 4s re-
gards the Maui situation the Chaiman stated "This proposed operation of sea-
planes is hindering our progran for landing fields".

Under date of August 20th & letter was forwarded to the Superintend-
ent of Public Vorks suggesting he consider the advisability of using an oil
dressing on John Rodgers Airport. To date no reply has been received but on
October 16th at John Rodgers 4irport Alr. Bigelow mentioned to Colonel Smoot f
that he did not think oil would be atisfactory as it would require constant
application. Instead, grass seed’will be planted to prevent the surface of
the airport from blowing away. It was Mr. Van Valkenburg's suggestion that
pilots be encouraged to use wheels or "frying pans" on the tail skids of their
planes.

There was a discussion of the rumway of John Rodgers Airport. The
following motion was made by ir, Cullen, seconded and unanimously carried
with the exception of one member who did not vote: "That previous actiom on
the shape of the runway to be constructed at John Rodgers Airport be rescind-
ed and the matter left open for recomsideration". It was unanimously agreed
to meet at John Rodgers Airport on Friday afternoon, October 26th, at 4:00
© Pe. me to further consider this sudject.
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Correspondence with reference to athletic equipment for the Hilo
Lirport prisoners was read. Iir. Crawford stated that some of the schools
have given the prisoners some atnletic equipment. The Chairman mentioned
that the Military Department of the Territory had also given some equipment
and that on his next visit to the Island of Hawaii he would find out what the
prisoners need and endeavor to secure it from the Supervisors.

The Hilo Electric Fole Line has been removed from the Hilo alrport/
at the expense of appropristions under the control of the ittorney General
for the development of that airport. 4

Correspondence with reference to the suggestion of the Hilo Chamber
of Commerce that the mmway of the Hilo Airport be lengthened to 10,000 feet
was read. The Chairman recormended that we acquire additionzl land as out-
lined on a blueprint in possession of this Commission and comprising approx-
imately 87.92 acres. The following motion was made by Commander Herbster,
seconded and unanimously carried: "That we acquire the land 2s recommended by
the Chairman". Ir. Van Valkenburg remmrked that the Hilo iirport needs a
slightly longer runway than the other fields owing to the laek of wind. It /
was unanimously agreed to notify the Hilo Chamber of Commerce that we have V
voted to acquire this additional land of 87.92 acres, which for the present
will be sufficient as it will increase the length of the present runway 1200
feet, and that we are keeping in mind the future lengthening of the runway in
the makai direction.

B

lir. Crawford end Kr. Cullen were excused from the meeting at 3:45.

4 letter was sent to Mr. Voorhees of the local U. 5. Weather Bureau
requesting whether his office could furnish definite data as to general met-
eorological conditions existing throughout the territory. The Chairman
stated that he was informed unofficially that the communication will be for-
warded to Washington.

4 communication dzted October 9th was directed to the Department of
Commerce, Aeronautics Branch, as to what assistence we cam expect in the es-
tablishment of radio beacons and meteorological stations. At the suggestion
of liajor Clarence M. Young, in this letter was stressed the point that for
the present lighted airways would not be required, and that on account of
this saving it is hoped we might be authorized 2 radio beacon and at least
three meteorological stations.

Agcording to lir. Bigelow's statement of last Tuesday to the Chair- v
man, work on the Holok=i Adirport is almost completed. The members perused 2
tabulation of bids for work on this airport.

Commender Herbster was excused at 4:00.

The following motion was made by lir. Fehlmen, seconded and unani- /
mously carried: "That the Superintendent of Public 'Joriks be reguested to call
for bids for the grading and clearing of the entire Army and territorial land- N
ing field at Port Allen (Hanspepe) and that an alternate bid be called for
the clearing and scraping of the runway".

The Commission looked over a sketch showing the position of the
boundary barrels and approximzte dimensions of the Hawaiian Pineapple Com-
pany's field at Lanai.

Commander Herbster has furnished this Commission with & copy of a
letter from the Secreta ary of the Navy on the "”ollcy Governing Waval Air-
craft Participation In Demonstrations".
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4 communication wes received from the Uepartment Air Officer to the
effect that the Secrefary of Interior has authorized the reestablishment of a \/
landing field near the Halemaumau Pit, by the removal of boulders, for use /
solely as an emergency field. The Chairmen remarked that Colonel Howard is

very much pleased over this action, '

4n Act of Congress to authorize the lezsing of public lands for
aviation and other purposes was furnished by lir. Dolanm. This bill may prove
of value to this Commission in the future.

The Chairman announced that through the courtesy of lir. David
Fleming the Golf Links on Maui have been merked with & tee and & runway clear-
ed.

The following motion was made by Mr. Van Valkenburg, seconded and |
unanimously carried: "That the Commission make epplicetion to the Land Com
missioner for the acquisition of an airplene landing field at Hanakaoo, La-
haina, without drawing on our airport appropriation"”.

Uader date of October 19th kr. Dolan of the Inter-Island Steam Hav-/
ization Company submitted a mep showing a field at Hoko Head which he recom-
mends this Commission secure a@s an emergency landing field. The following
motion was made by ilr. Fehliman, seconded and unanimously carried: "That this -\
Commission get in touch with the present lessees of this field 2nd ask per-
mission to use this site as a commercizl field".

Copies of the preliminary budget of this Commission for the biennial
period July 1, 1929 to June 30, 1931 were furnished each member. Lir., Van
Valkemburg comuended the Chairmsn on his preparation of this budget.

In a letter from the ittorney General's Office dated July 26, 1928
it is stated "As to aircraft used solely for pleasure or non-commercisl pur-
poses, the Cormission may reguire a license". In view of this the Chairman
appointed the three flying members of this Commnission to examine applicants
for sueh licenses.

There being no furtier business before the Comnission, the mesting
adjourned at 5 p. ms to meet szsin on Friday, October Z6th, at 4 De Me, ON
John Rodgers dirport, for a discussion of the work to be done on that airport.

Pl S s

P, M. LMO0T,
Chai men.



