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I wes~stationed at Wheeler Field since Febmum’

leaving there May 14, 1942, i‘eporting to Vlashington, ax‘?D,ejpg.mnent, A-p,
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On December Sth,. 1941, I was awakened by the scung :fg'(@ve bombersg h\l N
* Lt r‘ ) . -~
reeling off atout eight o'clock in the morning, I thqugh]t.lt}-l ey viere ?'1: A N
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llnvy dive bomters ,,, so I stayed in bed nntil I heard bgmGsﬁ *cploding ~ 7‘\ “'l
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and michine gun fire, With about three or four other b {::er,s from tﬁé gl ;:
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Club, where I stayed, I ran out -- saw red circles on bhe airplanes and

rczlized what was going on and that they were Jap planés.

Lisutenant Taylor and I remembered that we had airplanes at
Haleiwa, so we jumped into Lieutenant Taylor's car and drove out there,
Jde zol out there and the Fighter Command called us and requested us to
toke any pursuit we had and take off and proceed to Barber's Point at 8,000
feet, Th'ere were two of us there then -- we took off and didn't see any-

thing except a fire at Pearl Harbor,

Iater we noticed twenty or thirt 'ait'nl-fmes in a traffic pattern ’:_'
gl > i pron . ok
pr;fc”m at Ewa, the Marine Landing field. We found they were Japanese dive bombers "&]‘

sirafing the field, Lieutenant Taylor and I each shot two of those down, ‘,;‘Z
o
I was leading and peeled off first, Lieutenant Taylor was about 200
yards to the rear and side, foilowing me. Their rear gunner was apparently
shooting at the ground ~- because they didn't see us coming, The first one ;
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I shot dowm, the rear junner didn't even turn around to face me, I got % §E g
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up close enough to sce what he was doing, I got him in a five second §§§§£
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burst -- he burned up richt away, w#/ yRCTFSS! nee : %Eg <
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W I left him and got the next plane in a circle which was about one
) 6/ k -
M W,(f hindred yards ahead of him, His rear gunner was shooting at me, One 7@72@%
Wg sl — — T et ¢ /sc
ARea 7 §
- "ullet put a hole throurh m oling radiator, and I got in 4
36’“”“’; : put a ho ourh my co g ra or, anc got one my prop Cormonsinsy

V“jﬂﬂ and one in the nose® It took about three bursts of five seconds each
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{'{gg " %o ret him, He erushed on the beach, Mg 73 A5 a/c porrey wTHE gty 2 A
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In the meantime the rest of the dive bombers had disappeared,

ile didn't know where -- so Lieutenant Taylor and I went back to Wheeler
I'ield and landed, ‘e refueled and reloaded right away, The enlisted men

screamed, "The Japs are coming bhack againl" Ve Just got our motors started

R
when the Japs started strafing the field, They were coming from Pearl p,%"f«_
ll-rbor towards Yheeler Field and Schofield Barracks, e

TRV NGRS SAVE HE Took oFE W7D
Lieutenant Taylor took-off down the field and I took off in the Wf‘;’;”‘g

C
opposite direction, flying into the Japs, I made a full throttle climb
for abont threce minutes in a low turn to the left. I climbed 3,000 feet
a minute at 105 or 110 miles an hour, A Jap was on my tail shooting at é—?% "
me. I could sece his tracers going by -- but he was either too far back
or ris pun wasn't working right, I shook him off -- outclimbing hin,
I saw Lieutenant Taylor on one Jap's tail over-Wahiawa and another

Jap on Lieutenant Taylor's tail. I dove on this onc while I was about

1,000 feet atove him and a mile tehind, I had to put down my flaps to

* L, I Saye
slow down to keep Fehind the Jap. He burst into flame,” Apparently I hit WH#H3 was
wiren 3
the big pas tank hetween the Pilot and the gunner, He had a terrific 55%,},7‘
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I flew back over Ewa and saw one Jap plane flying around all by ‘V/%/adxl o THET
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himself, His riar guner was either dead or asleep for I didn't cet W75 73Ry
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fired at, I shot tke plane down right on the beach off Rarber's Point.@

I then flew aronnd for fifteen or twenty mimites and then went back to 4£5C s#gs
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Haleivwa,

When I looked down the hengar line at Wheeler Field, there were
ohviou;ly very few, if any, airplanes left, They were all burning
or scaﬁtered tombs had hit them and scattered t'em all over the place,

The Jans came down parallel to the hangar line in a string, They dive

hombed within twenty feet of the ground very slowly -- at very slow speed,

The pilot would shoot at everything he saw and the rear gunner would

goray everything as they went by. Atout half of them had fixed landing -—;%Eh,

vats
fear. They were all in open positions. They flew a repular traffic PR
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pattern around the field, They never rot :ore _than 100 or 200 feet ) 3 ﬁhiﬂmﬂ;
imagine that there were tiirty plunes in this pattern strafing Ymee§er

Field, The: {lew around with their pattern to the richt, When thev re-

turned, thev used the same formaticn and sirnals that we do == shallow

left turn, wigelineg the wings, They would come tack into formation, pecl

off and come dovm apain. There was no resistance from Wheeler Field at
axnll, so'thut they had a perfect pattern, and could pick out individual
ships that they could see weren't on fire and shoot at them with both
their 7.7's and 20 mm, cannon,

I thought that about 50% of the dive bombing was very accurate,

One or two pilots made larce misses -~ 100 vard nisses from very low

altitude, The air discinline vas excellent, Their formation vork was

mich tetter than anything the Armv Air Corps does, Apparently the pilots

had been f1;ing in Manchuria, for in the planes that were shot down, the
pilots had Manchurian newspapers and magazines., The Japs had well trained

units,
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One Japanese pilot committed suicide, He flew down very low the
whole length of the field. His rear gunner was obviously taking mOV1es.
Three or four hundred men were shooting at him and apparently hit the
pilot or a vital part of the airplane, He made a quick turn and dove
toward the power transformer statjon. He fell short and missed it by

100 feet, I think the pilot was wounded,

HAWA AN
In combat the Japanese pilot, in dive bombing, tried to get avay éﬁzsngisw
alwvays by making a sharp right turn, They all made right turns, They “0;ZZ;;:
apparently tried to ret you to turn with them so another Jap could fire AKFZ;C
across the circle and get vou, They didn't attempt any suici@e tacties M
such as ramming, etc, and they were obviously iﬁ a big hurry to pet out
of there when they saw that there were P-40's anywhere near, /

The Japanese planes I saw were Navy dive bombers, Type 97, with °*1459ﬂé§/
retractable wheels, And tien another type with non-retractable wheels -
I am mot suve aloul the model, I didn't see any two engine jobs at all,

no tombers -~ and no pursuits,

T/o
The attacP started anprocimatelx 8:00, I rot into action at Aot

30 H, 3

ancroximately 8:30, The attack ceased about 92:30 or quarter of ten, Vle

vere still flying around looking for more Japs, That was the last we saw,
About the training of the new pilots -- we get pilots fresh from
flying school, The Air Corps says that they are pursuit pilots and they

send them to us. One bunch we got had one hour in a North American P-606,

I'o acrobatics of anwr kind, At the present time ve don't have enough air-

planes with enourh enzine time left on them to sive these bors sufficient

experience, I was sent on a nmission with another Lieutcnant -- we each

took two new pilots to have a _little simulated combat, Lieutenant Thacker
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had three P-39!g .. I had three P-40's, I dove on Lieutenant Thacker
—==zuténant Thacker

with my P-/0's in a string, We had a general dog fight, One of these

nev pileots pulled un to trv and get his sights on a P-40, He had so

little experience w'th airplanes on usual positions that when the airplane

stalled and dro-red over he irmediately Yailed out, Je have had several

cases of vilots doing that at lower altitudes and not havinp time to

bail ~ut, Just spin in,

On the P-139 the pas tanks are seal-sealins and have compartments

in them. These sections collapse, Your £as guaze may read 30 or 40

£allons, tut actually vou run dry, We noticed that trouhle about a month

270, e had our airplanes then about_four months, Tt was sti1l occurring

when 1 Joft the Hawaiian Islands, They hadn't I'ound anv way to correct

it. The clectrical svstem on the P-39 is verv faulty, Wien the electrical

system is out, yvour prop_feathers and drops to about. 500 r.n.m. You can't

keep it in the air unless you hajpren to be_lucky to catch 1t and turn it

to manual, I think this is keine corrected,

I hnve never seen the 37 mm, on the F=30 fire correctly, I have

seen them fired, but I have never seen them fire more than four rounds

vithout fammin~, Ordnance is workins on that,

Aporoximately 75% of the 46th Squadron would rather have the P-139

than the P-40, I bheliecve they like it because its a never airplane, It's

easier to handle and doeg have cannon, I like the P-40 mich better than

—.._

the P-29 because of ils higher rate of climb and because it is more
manoeuveratle, more dependable, carries more gasoline and I am a little
more familiar with it. However, if I were to run into large Japanese patrol

Forbers, I would prefer to have the P-3% because I would like to stay




off at long renge and shoot at them with the cannon before I closed in,

We didn't have enourh ag‘tnition to practice with, Each pilot

vias allowed 200 rounds e month f'or punnery practice, which is worse than

no vractice at all, If we could have enou:rh ammunition to run one mission

o veek, firine all six epuns, and in the case of the P-39, the cannon,

makin~ ten passes at a tarret, cround or lLow, preferably tow target,

T think we would pet sufficient practice, That would take about ten

passes wilh six guns, firing in about fivce sccond bursts each pass, You
vould get used to where the bullets vere goinge and what it was going to

feel like,




