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Fanuary 7, 1837

HILO ATIRPORT: Physical Descripiion:

This field is the eastern %exminué of Inter-Island
Ailrwayvs and serves the second targest city in the Territory.
The airport is roughly triangular in shape with a usable run-
way 2,000 long by 100' wide. Other usable length dimensions
for crosswinds are 1,200' and 900" respectively. The main
ranwayplrunming,n@rthems%WSGuthwgats ig the one used most of
the time., Surface is coral £ill covered by grass and moss
whiah, when wet, bacmmaa excesdingly slipperyf Under the
worst conditions the use of brakes ig ineffective on the
short runways, if not sctually hazar&mua; A high tension
line extends aoross the $outhwest ap?raach v tha northesas -
gouthwest runway, and a house is being buedlt on property ad-
Joining the airport at the northesst end of the TUNFAY
Under the present program it is propesaed to pave the norih-
east-southwesd rinway 3,000 long by 100! wide after ox-
tension is made th the southwest: It iz also proposed to
clear all approaches and extend the north-south runwvay end
the sast-west runway to 3,000' in length. The east-wegt
runvay may be relocsted and Limited to 1B0O' 4in ussble width
bocsuse of lack of funds, The power line is to be moved by
the County, and a restraining order ﬁh@ﬁlé.&a obtainad
againat propoerty owvners orociing bulldings on land adjoiningz
runway approachos. The Inter-islend hangar and administra-
tion buildings are to be moved to the west sideo of tho ficld,
No dreinare is provided in this projeﬁﬁ; Peving is of tho

uimost importance nnd should bo given priority,
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Since éll the usable porftion of the field hzs heen
graded previously and excelléent materiasl for additional
£ill ds close by, the cost of extension will not he groat.
In addition, the Lounty 1s contributing C;HShﬁd rock Drom
its own guarry as well as drucks, blades, and obher read
machinery., &%,500,00 worth of oil has been purchased, md
it is estimated that the tolal cost to Works Progress Ade-
minigstration will be sbhoubt $29,000.00, The project was
started in December and is approximetely seven percent

complete.

Recommendations!

Tt is recommended for further imbro vement %o give pfmw
ference in the following crder of prioridy.
1, Pave all three runwavs to the full diztsncs of
their respective lengths and 150% wide,

2« Imstall lights according te B, A. U. gpecifications,
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B. A8 scon as field has been passed by the air line
inspector application should be made to the Alr

Nevigation Division, Bursau of Alr Commerce for a
radio range installation. The application should
be mede Jjointly by Inter~-Island Adrwayve o ad the
Tarritory.

4, Congiructimof a suitable administration building
and parking area,

Coneludnion:

It ig recommended thet msintenance of all fields, and

most particulerly thet of Hilo, should bhe mandatory as e
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consideration for the permsnent improvements made,
Attached is a runway layout map showing léeatian

and direction. Not shown on the sketch is the 100°

paved landing sirip for the full length of the northe

sast-southwest runway.
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January 7, 1937

SUMMARY AND GENERAL RECOMVENDATIONS:

In conducting this survey at the request of the
Governor of Hawaii and the WPA Administrator, it has
been the nurposa of the Bureau of Alr Commerce to-leﬁ&
impartial and unblased assistance, in that the develop-
ment of alirports and airways facilities should bé of
permanant value to commercial sviation ih the Hawaiisn
Jzlends.

The following recommendations should therefore be
regarded as desirsble improvements in order thet Terri-
torial airports and air&ayg may he brought up to main-

Land standards:

Maintengneca:

ALY airports under Territeorial control should be
maintained by the Terristory. Specizl airport funds
should be sat up in the vearly budget for this purpose
in order thet the work done by Federal sgencies may be
preserved. This sugzestion has been a m&n&ate%ﬁ requirew
ment on ~ll mainlr-nd sirport projects. Sponsors have
been reguired to sign a writiten agreement stating that
they would maintain the field after compledion for a

minimom of five vesrs.

Qbzolete Airports:

The use of Lihue Airport on Kauai, Mealasa Alrport
on Maul, snd Hans Airport on Meui should be discontinued
becanse the physical characterdistics of the land, and

their location make expansion of the usable area imprac-



tical. The hazard aﬁtenﬁant %o the operation of modern
'tranﬁport equipmeant wiﬁﬁin regtricted areas prohibits
the use of Federal Funds for the @ﬁrmam&ﬂt'imyrav&manﬁ
of alrporis that capnot be enlarged sufTicliently to
meet minimum Bureaun of Air Commerce reguirements as 4o
size, and usable ares. Any moneys being expended  for
maintenance on these Tields should only be continued so
long as it is necessary for uninterrupted service, and
when other facilities sre available should be used on
airports being &evalop&d_tﬁat will meet these minimum
requiresmentsa,

Lanal Alrpord:

No recommendstions are made concerning %h@_dev@imp«
ment of this field .ending receipt of complete informetion
a8 to importance commsrcially and the ownership of land.
The Territory should submit complete information as to
land =tatus, usge, and importence o the Bureau of Alr
Cormerce for consideration.

Radio Range Heacons: .

%-\Ja

It is recommended that a radio ranpe beacon be in-
stalled at John Rodgers Airport end Hilo Airport as an
aid to air navigotion. Range beacons esre vitelly ime
portant Yo uninbterrupted schedules as well as to the
safety In operstion., With this aid.and Lighted aiv-
ports ot Hodgsrs and Hila,.%ha niv line @ould.aperate
more schedules and car?y'morﬁ-pa53anger$ and mail with

the aame equipment, giving betiter serviee to the travel-

ing pablic.
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In addition %o the Works Progress sdwinistration
funds alresdy allecated, complete modéernization of
island alrports snd airwevs exclusive of the Keehi
Lagoon seaplane harbor would cost about $1,500,000,00.
This figure was detormnined from estinmates made by army
engineers, Public Works Divieisn of the Territory, mad
personal inspection by Burean of Adrp Commerce repre-
ﬁemtatiV@@

IT by measne of a bill introduced at the next secssion
of the Legislature the Territory coulsd appropriate one-~
third of this\amoamt? it is believed the Territory could
obtain reasoneble assursnce of the balance required from
Federal sources such ss Works Progress Administration or
similar allied Fﬁi@r&l ﬁg@ncias; Cousidering the compep-
clal a8 well as the military importance of the alrport
program to the Islands, interested Federal and commercial
ageneles have signified their willingness to support such

an application to the fullest extent of their abilitics.



