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& Brief History of the Development of Avistion in %&?ai§

The gitory of the gréwtﬁ 5¢ avistion and sirport
facilities in the islands iz ths story of the growih of
layiaﬁién'itaaif; Iz 1211 the fLirst £1ight in anaii wa e
regorded, and in 1817 the arsy first brought yi&néé out to
Bawall., The first attempted fiight to Hawail frcm tﬁe
mainiand was sade in &ﬁgﬁs%g 1943-~two yoars before the
Lindbergh flight to Paris, The fiight, made by Commander
John aoégayg iz & navy meaplane, was 8ot Eﬂ@é%ﬁsfﬁ;'ﬁﬁﬁ to
‘8 lack of §Ba§§ but & safe landing was made at-seaiaad the
erew sikiled the plane to Wawiliwili, Hausi, (Saaaéquentiy'
the éirgeyt &t Honolulu would be named after Commander

Rodgers, and the name of the present terminel building in

Honolulu besrs his nsme,) Ia 1827 Eraest L. 3mith and

Emory Bronte attempied the first land plans £light, =nd

flew from Qakland to Moloksi, where =z laok of fuel Yorced
thes to land, On Jume 29, 1927 Lts. Maitiand snd Hagen-
berger made the flight to Oxhu and landed =t ¥nesler ¥Pield
after & flight of twenty-five hours snd fifty minutes, In
the sune year a plane race from the malinlsnd to DOghu callsd
the “Dole Derby” was held, Eiéé planes conpeted, but only
two finisbhed. The winner's time was tweniy-zix hours and
gighteon migutes,

in Hay, 1928 Capt. Kingsford-Smith landed at Wheeler
Field in route to Brisbans, Austraiis vie Homolulu and Fiji,

After the Kilpngaford-Bamith flight there wazz g lull in
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z;éaaw?agific giights until 1834 when the navy conduct _;
fiig&t of giz seaplages from Ben Fraucisco 2o Pearl Harbor.,
In November of 1834 Kingaford-Smith made the first Easti-
Yest passage fros Hawail to the prinland on his trip back
from Austrslis, His tims for ithie last leg to Caklsnd was
f4ftesn hours, In January of 1933 Amelia Esrhart made Ihe
firgt solo flight betwesn Hawaii and the meiniand with ao
sispsed time of sighteen hours snd seventess minutes, in
fpril of the sume yesr Pan Americes started survey fiighiz
¢o Hawail, Commercial service between ihe isiands bad
commenced in 1929 by Ioter Island Alrways using Sikorsky
amphibiansg, Pan éﬁ_imitiataé regular service to Hawell om
Fovgmber 22, 1933. This same year slsc saw ihe iaagguraw
tion of the San Francisco-Hanils sir service. Al this same
ting t&e’enlg scheduled trans-ocesnic f{lighls were taking
place only in the Pacific, The Atlantic hsad omly beéﬁ
eross&ﬁ by experimental flighis, B

On the outbreak of wayr the fscilities of Pan ﬁa wers
tsken over by the pavy {The Pan Am base was gt Pearl City,
located on the sheye of Pezrl Barbosl tn November, 1843
Pan Anm resuﬁe& compercial operations between Hawail gaé the
gainiand, Iin 1847 thers were tep alrliines Gperatiﬂg 
.thraugh Bonolulu from the Orient, ithe Phillippines,
sustrsiis and the meinland for a total of 2,728 arrivals.
In Hay of ths szme year United Alr Lines inzugurated daily

service betweesn Honolulu and Sas Francleco, in Jupne of
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1§§§ ¥hilippine Aly ldnes initisted the first glseper wvém
vice across the Pacific,

Bince 1948 there bas bhesen a stexdy incresse in the
gEount and guality of air service serviog Hawaii and the
rest of the Pacific, Todsy Bavail is served Ly Amserican
and foreign air cerriers using the most modern eguipment
gvailadble, Due to the distznce betiween Huwsii and the
othey porte of call around the ?ac%iies it appears very
likely that the Hawall rus will be one of the first to be
gerved by the new Jjumbo and gupereonis plsnes presently oo
the drawing bosrds or oz tesi rums, |

Higlory of the Development of the
Hawelisn Airport Systen

The following sections of this chapisr present 2 rum-
sing socount of the development of the aiyport systes of
Hawail, The focus will be on the agjar.§hyﬁi@ai develops=
mentg and acquisitiops of zhe.agrynrta and sirport property

aad the gources of funds for such undertakings.

1811-1932
Although ih@£§?3¥§§ﬁ?iais&agigiétﬁééf%hewed interest
in seronautics as early as 1815, all legisiation up éc 1928

dezit with operation of sirplanes, soversignty of sgaceg

damage to land, and licensing of sircraft and pilotag,s
. 176, Bewsion Laws of Hawsii 1925, appropriated $45,000 for

the scquisition and improvement of gn airport and/or laading



money raised and appropriated, $27,410 was spent t

g

i,aii@@;zr@a ﬁaaaiuias was éséi@&%@é on Harch 213 i2

|18\, Damon Estatey, The sits, located spproximate

28

;zézﬁ oa the islznd of Uaby,...vithiz & reasonable disi ,%
of Bomolulu; The smount so appropristed not to be expended
aatil the sum of $20,000 hed been raised by private Hub-

scripticn and paid intoc the Territorial ?r@aaaryg“? Of the

“zaf 1&5& and ?&6 aars% under%wa%@§i£?ex

o< LA

RN CLRR T L7

the ﬁaaei&ia Enteraxticaal éiryeruEB

Rariisr in the same year Act 18 of the Bession lLaws of

1828 crszted the Hilo Alrport and appropristed 310,000 for

- the axpspses of transportation, housing and fesding of

tagfitayiél prisoners to be used in developing as sirport
at ¥aiskea, Hawaii (District of South Hile), This appropri-
stion did aot, however, provide for ithe purchess of equip~
ment, Aot 277 of Session Lsws of 1927 remedisd the problem
by sppropristing $25,000 ¢o continue work om the Hile Alr.
port. ¥aterisls and equipment wers purchssed from ithiz sum,
The sttoroey gemeral bad control over the axyenﬁitﬁré of
theze funds,

&ithough Act 176 of 1925 was = major mtlsp forwa?d in
the development of the HIA spnd the airport syatem, 1827 =aw

the birth of resl interest in the development of mirporis

T8swail Aeronasutics Commission, Annual Report, Fiscal
Year July 1, 1947 - June 30, 1648 (Honolulu: Hawaii Aero-

neutics Commission, 1948), p. B,
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&ﬁélﬁ?iaiiﬂﬁ iz the ter?itefﬁm @é April 27, 1887 Sows. }
Furrington approved Act 238, Bession Lawe of Hawail 1827,
which created the Territorisl Aeronsutical Commisgsion. The
powers zad ﬁaiias of the commigsion vers: '
| 1. "Prepsration, promulgation and snforcement of rules
znd regulations governiag gviation and aliied sctivities,
¥hen approved by the governor [these rules and regulstions
were] to have force and effect of law,

2, "Examining and iicaégiﬁg of sesronauts asnd sircrait...

3, "Bastablishment and chartering of sirvays...

4. *gxclusive control and operztion of all territorisl-
iy owned or leased airport&,“g |
' The Act also appropristed $10,000 for the expenses of the
goumission for the period 1$27-1928. On May 2 of fhe same
yerr éoveraar Farrington approved Act 257, Sesszion Laws of
Hswaii 1937, appropristing $75,000, $25,000 and $53,000 for
airport development of John Rodgers, Bilo and Molokai air-
ports, respectively, in addition to $13,000 for the scqguimi.
tion of land foé an airport gite_ea Maul, The superin-
tendent of Public Works was cbarged with the acquisition
sud development of airports on Holokail, Kaual, Oshu and
Hxul, snd the stiorney generasl wag charged with fhe con-
giruction of the Hilo Adrport. Both authorities worked

glogely with the commission,

“4s_of the end of the first complete yeas.(fisda)

Lo T

WA e, e e a2

Svbvid., p. 7.
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:laf oparation of the Asronzuticsl ﬁbmmisai@§§ iﬁ§.§§lééﬁing
airports and landing fields were in operation, umder con-

struction or proposed:

i, _§§§§§ - Barking Bande Fiszsld wass under the conirol
of the commission by Executive Order 331 (May 12). The
erea of the fieid was 350 acres, and 4t was 13,728 fest
long and 2000 feet wide, It wss & hard levsl sand ruaway,
but being eleven wiles from the nearest town {Waimea) it
was not suilable for s commercial airport, _

The Port Allen Alrport was coumprised of i{wo ssations,
One was under the jurisdiction of the U, 8, Army and was
sizty-seven acres, The other zdjoining mection of 28,35
sores was under the control of the caamiaaiaa by Exscutive
Ordeyr 330 {(April 24},

In the Lihue District, the cammiéaien controliled a 113
acre fisld st Wallus via Exscuiive Ordsr 302 (Novenmber 223,
but dus to safety snd convenience it was not deemed desir.

zble for dsvelopment,

{768 of this wes under water) and was located at. ggahig

[RREATES

‘FLagoon and was under the commigaion by Executive Order 253;

g

Qixugﬁgt_gﬁ - There was one runway 250-380 fest %iﬁa g;d
. 2080 fset. long, d:rwp&%%ﬁﬁﬁﬁgﬂ'g
3., Holoksi ; Exscutivse Qrﬁér 307 ¢f December 13
‘yl&ceé 8 204.8 acre field at Hoolehus and Palssu under the

Jurisdiction of the commigsion,; and was the only
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governmentsily owned landimg field on the island,

€. Haul - Two sitesz bad been tentatively aai@ﬁiﬁé and
one af Walluku of 54,49 zcrew had beep desedsd to ths fter-
ritory by the Walluku Sugar Compsny.

%, Lsnsi -~ The Hewaiian Pineapple Company pre?ié@d
#nd marked an emergency sits at Leisukalahua, Kaa.

§. Hawail - Op Hay 18, 1928, by Exscutive Order 334,
41,48 zcres waz sdded to the originsl 100 acres for the Hilo
Alrport {(dedicsted February 11, 1828) tc change the direce
tion of the field due to adVerse winds, The runway waz 300
fest wids and 1675 éeat iéng§ and the work was provided by
prisonsr labor, The army also bad fields on Hawaii, OUne at
Upolu Point {improved) and tbe other at Bouth Point {unim-
proved butl safe).

&i this jucture it mhould be poted that the developing

ol thege fields showed much foresight on the part of the

Territory of Hawail and the commission, and i{n 2 lstter dated

Hay 3, 1928 the commission wag commended by the director of
&¢ronautice for such fora&ightg§ The 1928 report of ths
copmiszsion atated, "The past year shows very little commer-
ci8l and private flying within the territory..."i0 Ensgead
of awaiting the growth of flying befors building airporte,

the commigsion recognized the importance of flying to the

Srerritorinl Aeronautical Commission, Annual Report,
Figcr) Yezy July 1, 1827 - June 30, 1228 (Hovolulu: Ter-
- rivorial Aeronautical Commission, L8287 p. 20,

01pid., . 4,



is éﬁa and fostered it by the development of the airpox
On Q&ﬁu&&y 16, 1929 Fxecutive Order 350 made pomsible
an eighty~siz acre sddition to the Hile Alrport, bringing
the size of the airport up to 227.45 sgres, During éhg year
the arny added a fisld os Hawaii at Eilauea on property
under the jurisdiction of the National Parks Bureau of the

#

Dopartment of the Imterior, Jaouary 18Z¢ slso saw the for-

sation of Inter-Isiend Alrways {(later to becoms Hawaiian
Air Lines}, & ﬁubgiﬁiary of Inter-Ialand Stsan %aviga%inﬁ
Company. Air service comsmesced on November 11, 1929 with
gervice from Honoluly to Holokai, Msul, Eilo end Kauai,
During éh&_first year of operation the company carried.
30,3835 ﬁasaaﬁgeraténﬁ 18,880 pounds of sxprass,

Fiscal 1930 savw & grsat desl of development in the

‘Hawailan sirport system, At John Rodgers Alrport a stsrt
wss made on & crogs-wind %&k@wéff sirip, and additiounal
olearing and grading wes done st a cost of $23,950, ¥ater
&nd eieetriciiy ¥eTe §r§?iéad 8t & cost of $3,481 and

$3,819 respsctively, Inter-Island Airways, Ltd, and
Hawaiian Airways Co,, Ltd,, werse given authority to ereci
hangars, The plans were spproved by the commisaion, and the
§§a§erty yaverted to the territory im twenty years or it
could ke purchased by the territory &t any time, 'ﬁg aﬁﬁiw
tional buiiding aliso was constructed &l & cost of $3,809,

Dus to the nead to expand the area of the alrport, priasom

iabor waz used as of Decesbsr 23, 1828 te¢ guarry corsl for
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this use, and as of July 31, 1950, 6,000 cuble yards had
besn reuoved aﬁé seciions of the field mozt meedy of repair

were surfaced,
4t thie time the Hilc Alrport was the most advaunsed in

terns of comsiruction, The runway was 400 feet wide and
3,000 fest loug and wes surfsced in coral, Additional aress
were being constructed by prison lsbor, Executive ér&ar 417
of Jume 7, 1830 met asids s 200 foot strip of territorial-
iy-owned lsnd on which Intsr-Isliand Alrways wam to arvect 2
t@raiﬁai'hﬁizéiag and an airplane shelter, Upolu Poiut

2iso wag used by Inter-Iziznd as a way SURLIEH b trips to
Hilo, The license fo do 80 was grantad to the territory by
the War Depariment,

Az of Jenuary 18630, a&var&i sites had bsen lavesti-
gated, but po selection had been made for ans airport on
Baui, Labaipas was not deemed %o be a2 good 1ecati¢ng;but the
Piopesy Hill Company agresd to mlenr 3 fisld soc that § run-
way suitzble for forced landings would bde svyailable, Sev-
eral wites mesr Wailuku and Kahului were investigated, but
in the end i1 was the pogitive action of Inter-Isiand that
decided the &ite, Inter-Island sitated that they would con-
gtruct an sirport at Maazlaes 5o matter whst ths sommisxieg
decided., Through independent iﬁyeatigatiém on thelyr part,
thsy convinced the commission that the site was suitables,
snd the commisgion entered negotisticnz through the come

misgioner of Public Lands with the parties concerned,
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{Inter-Isizcd by this time bsd acquired s lsezue @a'%h@ lsnd
fyom Hawaiisn Cozmercial sod Sugay Company,} The reault of
this was the scquisiticn of the sirport deveioped wiih &
sacadam runway st & prics of $38,880. “This ?risa repre=
éegta& the appraised valug of the land plus ibe aaount ex-
pended by Iater-Iszland Alrways, Lid., i the dgvelepmeat of
the field, Om Hay 28, 19830, by Executive Order Ne. 412,

this ares was set sside &s Maalaes Alrport and placed under

ths §ariﬁéietiea of the eem&iaai¢ﬁ$“iz

s of fiscal 1930 Inter-Isgland had been using the
Foderal ﬁeverénent Field at ﬁa&a?apag Kauei, In Degenber
1929, negotiastions started to have both Hanapeps sud Upolu
Point sirfislds transferred back to the terriitory.

| ¥olokai had two alvfields: ons atl Hoolehus (which had
§@§a formally named Holokal Airport) and one =t Kalzupaps,
the world famous Lepsy Colony, |

"In July 1830, the U, 9, Weather Buresu established
weytiher reporting stations st Hile, Laupahcahaéa
Kukuihaele, ¥aanlses and Port Allem, This ate§-¢¢ngtituteé
the first ezpenditure of federal money in anaiﬁ iz the

interest of coummercial avigtieae“ls

llyerritorial Aeronautical Commission, Assual Report,
Pisceal Year July 1, 1828 - Juns 30, 1830 {Honoiulu: Ter«
ritorial Azran&atic&i Commiasion, 1939}9 pp. 17-18,

12awsi1i Aeronautics Cammiaaiang Annusnl Raparﬁ, Fisaal
Yoar July 1, 1947 « June 30, 1848 (Honolulu: Hawall Aercs

nauvics Lommigsion, L5948}, P, iU,
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In fiscel 1831 Joham Bodgers Airport continued to
develop through the gradinog and surfscing of sdditional yud-
wey sreas, During the year, 40,000 cubic yards of coral vere
placed for this purpose; 7,500 of them placed by prison
iabor, The main runway now had attained s length of 2,200

fost,

19321047

The Territoriasl Aercpsutical Commizsios was abolimbed

aud its dutiss were transfsrred tc the superisteadsutl of
 public Works by Act 17 of the Second 8Specisl Session of the
Territorial Legislaturs snd approved by loverpor Judd on
&Qrii 2z, 5332, Although construction and paintenancs Cob~
tinued over the following years, reports of the Department
of Publiic Works sre very akéiehy sz the exact work done on
the sirport sysitem, There was 2 é&fiﬁita lack of terri-
torisl funds for work other than voutine mainienases, snd
much of this was provided for by priscn labor. E@éaver, the
¥orks Progress Admiaistration (WPA) was very sciive in tke
territory during thiz time psriocd {1932-1942) =nd much of
the development was provided by this agency.

iz 1837 ¥r, Robert L. Campbell, District avigor,
Alrport Secticn, Burezu of Air Comperce, Deparitment of Com-
merces, visited the imlandg for gn inspesstion of the airport
system, To bring the fields up to proper gtand&r&éa
32063669'was appropriated to the\Dapartmeﬁt of Public ¥orks

for the purchase of material, equipment sud auppiless o
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’ garry out his ?@&ﬁﬁm@ﬁ&&ti@aﬁ, The 1837 fegisistu. éiga
zet up & Territorisl Airport Fund, the monies of which came
from the tex levied on sviation gas, to be used o improve
and maintain the gystemw, (The estimated rayaéaas.fraa
tRIET WEre $15,§0§ pey year,)

. 4s of 1937 there were eight airports owned by the
territory, The following iw pgaaenteﬁ t¢ show the degree
that the ¥PA participated is the comstruction of the air-
port aysten, | |

'3, Hawaii -~ Prom Beptember 1, 1838 to June 30, 1837
the WPA spent $7,053.49% for materisl snd $27,093,23 on laber
for Hilo Afrport, and $13,708.21 for material and $7,221.72
for laboy on the Upoclu Point Airport,

&, Haui - The alrport at Hazlaca wes doemed to be

d%ﬁgaraus due to itm close proximity to the mountains and
ghort éaﬁwayag and hencs & minimal amount ($672.48) was
gpent on it for masiantensnce by the ¥PA from September 1,
1636 to Jume 30, 1837, The Hene Alrport, on ihe other haad,
vas aeqaira& by the territory asd the ¥PA labor cleared,
gr&dgé gnd fenced it, |

%, ¥oloksi - The ¥oloksi Afrport st thig {ime con-
sizted of three rusways of 4000, 2800, and 2800 fset long
and 300 feet in width., “The WPA has granted approximately

30% of the runways at & cost of $5,982,.135 for materials,
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@égszg,?é for labor or & total of 312,311,80,73°

4. Xaual - Port Allen Alrport was still under coa~
struction, and up to June 30, 1837 the WPA head @xgaﬁéaé'
$14,233.69 for materisle, $36,277,16 for iabor, for & total
of $50,.%10,85, A second fisld on Kausl was under proposal

.at thiz time,
B, ©Dabu - Jobn Rodgers Airyport had goue undsy OUhe~

giderable work by the WPA in lengthening the runways at &
cost of $8,733,14 for materials and $24,973.33 for lsbor.

Greater progress whs seen for the sirport syaisem from
1837 onward due to the fact that the $200,000 meptioned
sbove had been appropriated. This monsy was used for the
supplying of equipment while the WPA providsd éh@ Eabof fop
the majoriiy of the work,

in 1938 ¥r, £, L, Yursvich, Chief Inspscior, Bureas
of Alr Commerce , Wasbington I, C,, ordered the abandonment of
the ¥mijua Alirport on Rauéi due to dangsrs to sviation, The
¥aplsea Adrport op Heul was given restricted usgge for the
sa&e reszcon and replaced by Hsuil éiryaét {Puunens)} &s the
sajor airport ou Maul., During fiscal 1938 the ¥PA gxpendad
$191,093,38 on sirport constructiom im the islands;
$183,724.38 of this was for labor. At this time, snd for

the previous fev years, thers had bsen very little work done

_on the John Rodgers Airport, and wag them rated ss being in

isﬁepartment of Public ¥%Works, Report of the Superin-
tepdent , Fiscal Year 1837 (Homolulyy Déparimeni of Public
Works, Li937), P. L3,




the @%?%t @eaﬁitééﬁ ¢y the imlands, Just & Iey Foars be-
fore it kad been rated nusber ope, This vas largely ﬁé@ 0
'th@ debsts a& to whether or not to put iz 2 seaplinne basin
at ﬁa@hi Lagoon {located on the Dismond Head side of the
air@@ft}a The problem srose Irom the £sct that if the
bawin was constructed, the dredged material could be used
25 $i11 for the afrport &t & smuch lower cost thas havibg to
- bring in the wmaterial Ircm some other location, thereby
r@éuciag_zhe’eeat of both projects, |

The situstion in 1938 wam very discouraging, The
jegisisture bad nol appropristed any aouey for airpori €OD~
astruction s¢ the @aiy ﬁﬁﬁds svailable wers those Irom the
gag tax, and these anly gmountsed o $13$§§$,%3, Suriag
this yesr the remaindsr of the $200,000 approprisatlion was
spent, During fiscal 1838 the WPA speutl $138,687 on air-
port comstruction, $124,848 of it for labor, Ister-Igland
Airweys spent $13,507.57 for copsiruction and remodeliing of
rscilities at Port Allen, Haui, Hile and ¥olokai alrports,

In 1940 ihé picturs was wuch the same. Haintenance
wss carvied on with the 311,877.88 from the gas tax, and the
ﬁ?ﬁ.apeét $1§382§,1§ on airport constructios on the Hilo and
¥aui airports, The U, §, Army contributed 3800 Lo the con-
aéructian of the Haui Alrport, and zatérwisigad spent
$12,885.74 on improvements of various property. During the
yeir the Qrmy and nsvy traded 91,133 acres of land at

Hickam Point (for the futurs development of John Rodgers
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Afrport) for 548,48 scres of Maas Airport (Kauai), 14..s
aores of Maul Afrport (Mauil), .888 acres of Upolu Point
sirport am2d 13,88 scres of Hile Alrport {(Hswsii), snd

14,4898 of Koloksi Airport {(Helokail,
Table II-VI presents the total cost of the Terrifce

rial Alrport Systen %rom ite incepiion in 1927 t@'Jaiy O
1940, 14 |

In 1938 Goyernor Poindexter hud asked thst the Depart-
ment of Aiy éamﬁaraa gend sh enginesy to Hawgii o advise
in the develiopment of the territorisl airporis, and in 1038
B, L. Campbell returned to the islznds to work with the
U, 8, Engineers on the Xesahi Lagoon zeaplans grajaci; A
fadersl appropristion of $§;QGQQQGS had been suthorigzed for
the development of the territorial éirpart systes (in-
sluding Keehi Lagoon), and in 1840 $3,300,000 was authorized
by Congress for dredging Xeehi, In 1841 §I,500,000 %a@
gutborized for the develiopment of John Rodgers Alrport in
conpection wﬁth the sezpiane project, “Layout for this com-
bined sirport and seadrome sz subpitted by ¥r, Campbell in
July, 1541, was carried out by the U, B, Enginsers and the
navy in the war éaveiaymea§ of John Rodgers &irysrt,“zs

In 3841 Hawelisn sirport comsiruction miarted to

lépepsrtment of Public Works, Repor: of the Buperin-
tendent , Pigcsl Year 1940 (Honmolulu? Deparimeal of Public
works, LWU}, p, 44,

155awail Aeronautics Commigsion, Annusl Report , Fiscal
Toaxr July 1. 1847 -~ June 30, 1048 (Homolulu: Hawail Aero-
nautics Commission, 1i848), p, ia,
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| boom, The territory collected 518,078 &n gas tax &au’%he
¥PA, CAA end U, S, Engineers gll sgpent or committed soney

o8 Hawalisn sirports as zbown is Table ZEwVZ§,1$

In figeal 1042 during the five months preceding the
sifack on Pearl Harbor, comstruction, %xpaﬁﬁiaﬁ gnd improve~
ment of the glrport sysiem wns mtepped up due to the
Hatiopal Defonms Program, The {erritory collectsd
$3§s$§3;52 iz gas tax, and spent i{ on maintenance, Drasdg-
ing operations on Keshi Lagoon 3&&92&3& project commenced
in October 1641, and the dredged meterisl was placed in the
iow aress lying sround Jobn Rodgers,

The 1842 report of the superintesdent of Public Works
hss the following to sy about ¢he comstruction and develop-
et of the airport systes sfter the outbreak of war, "The
details of this construction zad enlargement, &5 well as
its exsct location snd cost are of s bighly @t?atggi@ Ra~
ture and, as guch, mey umot be divulged until victory has
besn attained, |

“Upon the outbreak of the war, &l airports wers
taken over by the armed forces of the United States., Such
of these airfisids as were cousidered vulperable to attack
we¢re reuadered upusable, gnd the others were placed under
girict contrel of sither the army or navy,., or both.

"Clvilisn flying has hesn sugpended for the durastion

zaﬁeyartmaat vf Public Yorks, Report of the Buperin-
tendent, Fiscal Vear 1941 (Homolulu? Départment ©f publiic
¥orxms, 15413, p, 21,
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'af the war and commercial alrlines were slloved f¢ c.atinue
opersticns in 3 restricisd degree under militsry and navsl

gupervision,

"Onder presenit cosditions, it iz not llikely that s=ny
improvessaty o ie?rizcriai girports will be m&ﬁég gxgept=
ing those of wilitsry necessity constructed by the fedsral
government , for the durstion of the war, 27

fae to the above, from this report inm 1842 until the
1944 report, the story of airport growih in Hawgil is very
gkatchy, The only uewe of development duripg this perlod
is the statameaz.thaﬁ iz 1%432 the landplane gpres &t Johs
Rodgers had been filled with spoil {rom the sesplane dredg-
ing aud that thres runways had been completed. During this
yeay the navy began Joint use of Joha Rodgers with the sruy

gud an extensive conatruction program was 5tar%edszg

1947-1936

Duzing the way tThe majority of the maintenrpce of the
Hawnilan airporis wes done by the military with the excep-
tien of Hana, Haui, and ?ert'ﬁiiaﬁg Kausi sirports which
wers maintained by, snd under the control of, the terrizory* 

On Ootober 1, 1948 the John Rodgers Alrport was returned teo

the territory for operation and maintenance except for the

i?Beyar%meﬁt of Public VWorks, Report of the Superin-
tendent, Fiscel Year 1842 (Hopolulu: Depariment of Public
WOTKEE, 18@1}3 T 25,

zgﬁxw&ii Aeronautics Commisgsion, Alrports &t the (rosa-
roads {Honolulu: Hawaii Asrongutice Commission, iBos), P, 9,




. meaplane ares which remainsd under the contrsl of - L URVY .,

in fiscal year 1847 only these thres airports wers under
the contrel of the territory, with Xaui, Holokai, Cemersl
Lyman {Bilo), Haleiwa, asnd Upolu Poins Rirports under sone

fore of permissive use agresmenis with the military,

During 1847 two zoteworthy acts with respeat to the
sirport smystez were passgsd. The firet, Aot 31, Bession
Laws of Hawali, 1847, officially changed ths name of John
Rodgers Alrport angd the Keehi Lagoon éeapzme Harbor 1o the
Honolulu Alrport, This change was msde to kEeey in stey
%ith the mminland practice of changing s&irport{ names to
that of tga ¢ity where they are loostsd in ordsy to slimin.
4te confusion of passengers and the airlines throughout the
worid, The second act, éﬁ% 32 of the 1947 Territorisl
L@giﬁi&tﬁ?&,‘trggsferreé the opsration and msintenance of
the territoris] sirports to the Hawaii Aerounsutics Commis~
gion (HAC) =as of July 1, 1847, Construction remained undeyr
the Juriszsdiction of the Departzent of Publie Works, The
creation of the HAC wes the start of the development of the
modera sirport gysten in Hawall, Once again the Systen
wa® in the hands of s body concerned with the airport sys-
tem as itz mols rea;anaiaiiityg BOL s juat one fragment of
its scope of duties, Thie happened a2t B very ayyaétu&e
time, for ihe start of the posl-var aviation sxpension had
begun, snd the door was about to opes to the development of

Bodern day Hewaii,



At thism time the Honolulu Airport wes one o1 the
largest sirporis in iheaﬁait@d Btates, It consgisted of
fouyr paved lssndplsne runways 200 feet wids and fros €,200
to 7,650 fest in length, and three seapiane ?ﬁzéays 100G
feet wide and an sveragse iéﬁgth of 2.7 miles, The latter
Fere used oply by the savy for meinland flights of Hars
1ype seaplanes, The terminsl facilities were tesporary
buildings conatructed by the pavy during the war, and wers
located on the south aide of the field, The terminal

building wes remodeled and landscaped, and various Cconoss-
sionaires occupied lobby g?aca, On April 1, 1948 g lesse
#u8 snisred for the opsrstion of & restaurant, coffse ghop
2ud cockisil lounge., The lsase agresment inciudsd the s~
ponditure of at lexst $40,000 for the improvement of the
building. (The HAC contributasd $15,000 to these fmprove~

sgnis.} These termisal facilitiss were for oversens pas-

#dngers only. The inter-ismland firms had to provide their
own facilities, |
" For the sake of completenesms, the foliowing is & 1ist

of the other ai&gﬁrtﬁ iz the system ss of fiscal vesr 1847,

Oabu

1. Bellows Pield - This fisld was owned by the air
force ‘but was partially opened for privats fllers az oy
April 4, 1948,

2. Haleiwn 8irport « Locsted on privately owned lsnd

and used extensively by the army and navy duriag the war,
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this fleid waz being lesassd to zh@'z%yriteﬁy by the prmy a§
8o cost for the usge @f geail plase opsrators.

Kauai

i, Port Allss Alrport - Due to short vunwaye this
girpori was not deemed usable by the aray and was plowed
under so 1% could not be used by the anémy, At the snd of
the war it was vegraded and opened for mmall craft opers-
tors, Act 23, Bession Laws of Haweil 1847, matched
$17,500 put up by the sruy {in lieu of restoration} for
developing 4t into & usabls small craft field, The work
was gompleted on May 22, 1948, '

Holoksd

i. Ealasupaps - This strip was under the control of
the %a?riﬁéry for the uss by the geitlement.

&. Holoksi Airport - Thim sirport wass lsssed 1o the
ayey during tbe war and the majority of ths davelopment was
done by the pilitary. The aal? terminsl facility beleosged
to Havaiisn Adrliges,

Lansi

i, Lansi Alrport - The reconstruction of this ter-
ritorially owned sirport was started on April 12, 1928,
The former field ot Lanzl was privately owned by the
Hawaiian Pinespple Company.

Hauil

1. Haul Alrport - Comstruction om thisg airport com-

sonced in 1838 by the Departmesnt of Public Works, Further
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- gonsizuction by the U, B, District Enginesrs under éh@ ééﬁa
Teveitory sirport program, a joint army and nayy progras,
and final completion by the navy was the counstruction bis-
tory of this airport. The land ownership restsd with the
zer?iﬁaéy, grmy ., navy, and ths Hawaldan Commeroizl and
Sugar Caxgaay and at this time wss isamed to the mavy,

%4, EKabului Alrport -~ This wsz g seval sir station
considered desirable for commercial use, and later becaue
part of the territory’s mirport system as the major come
mercial girport on the isiand,

&, Hamoa Alxport {at Hana} -~ This wss is operation
gisces Hay iﬁé% but only used by szmall private and cégrter
plenes, )

4, Hans Alrport (proposed} - Act 153, Session Laws
of anaii 1845 appropriated $130,000 for the ccnstrgetian
of 8 pew airport at Hams, the amount matched by zha?éﬁﬁ,
The land wes slready lsrgely owned by the territsry;

Hawaii

1. Genersl Lymen Fleld {(Hilo) - This airport wag
owasd by the territory, lezsed to the Army Air Force, but
used for commercial opersations ss of September 30, 23459
G§$réti¢n&1 control was #till with the ziy force,

2, xamueig'ﬁirgerz = Located on privates land at the
Parker Ranch, this airport was consiructed by the marines
during the war, In 1947 the territorisl iagiszature

gppropriated $60,000 for the ﬁe?eiap&sét of the field, but
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é?ag then it could not be used for large gommsrcial &sé;
ereft,
3, Uposlu Point - Thig was the oply airpor? on the
gortlk tip of the isiand ussbls for commercisl agayggienae
It wes usmed regularly by Hawaiisn Airlines one trip per day
o the Honmolulu-Hilo rum, |
%, Horge Field ~ Az army field was locailsd o8 the
gouthern tip of the Island usder the control of the ter-
ritory on s temporary peramii baai@,. it é&g waintained
sainly 48 an emergsncy landipng atrip,

&% the time plans were undervay for two additional

girporta:

Kguai

i. Libue Airport - Act 183, Session Laws @ftﬁayaii
3§é$§ provided $115,000 for the acquisition of Eaﬁég and
&ot 23, Bession Lawz of Hawail 1847 provided $2?@3§96 for
the construction of this eirpori. The Ci4 matcheétthe Lok~
gtruction fund sznd 23% of the land scaouisition casiso

Hawaii 3

1. ¥ailus {(Konmz) Airport - The territory aiiac&ted
$140,000 for the comstruction, matched by the Cﬁ£§ fer
this sirport, Act 35, Session Laws of Hawail 1941 provided
$7,500 for the acquizition of land and the CAA denated
$2,500 to this.

Four major changes in the sirport systenm took place

iz fiscal year 1849, On July 12, 1848 the Lanai Alrport
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was mecepted by the HAC and the CAA, snd was the firsy
Hawsilan girport ¢o be complietsd under the joint sduinis-

tration of the territory snd the CAA, "The total cosi was

$331,858 of which the CAA paid 114,847, On July 33
Kié&ya Airetrip {Dshu} wsz opeped for private and student
fifeove, The land was lesssd from ﬁmé?icsﬁ Factors, Lid,,
agsuts, Ozhu Bugar Company, Lid., Oun August 3, Haleiws
Ayport wae discostinued ag 2 territorisl sirport and on
Uscenmber 31 Hzui Alrport was returned to the tervitory.
Fizcal 1949 alsoc was z yoar of growih of air operation to
and within the islands, Northwest Airlimes, Pan Aﬁ@f&ﬁaﬁ
Airlipesg, British Commouweglth Pacific Alriines, and Traps-
Paclific Alrlises couplelsd survey flights, in&égargz
flights and/or increased cperations to the islands {of
withia the chain iu the case of Trans-Pacific)., Hsaceforth
BewW aparatiséﬁ and gervices to and within the tervitory by
thege and other opsrators incrsased $0 make Hawaii @n$ of
the busiest zir centers in ihe nation,

in February 1949 the navy annousced it would ceass to
provide the firefighting eguipment snd personnel at the
Bomoliulu Alrport., Thie was pot & totzal surpriss sixce the
sa¥y had besn traiping civilisn personnel smincs eariy 1947
sad had turned over some squipment to the HAC in Qatober
1948, These provisions were not sufficient, however, and
the amnouncement brought about the passage of Act 338,

Session Laws of Hawail 1849, providing funds for persoanel
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. OVEF Bowe equipssnt 10 the sirpord since it antiaipagéd
”;amying operstions there, To continus the trend of ,;
militery pulling out of the aiviliss air§§rtgs the re-
maining air trsffic control functicms wers removed from
Bickam Alr Force B&ée aud located st the Hoamolulu Airport
88 of this ysar,

Avigtion a§aratinng and schedules continued to in-
orease in fiscal year 1930, Hoteworthy sre Cansdian
Pacific Alrlines’ inavgursl flights Irom Vascouver, B, C,
te Byduey, Australlis vis Homolulu, and on ¥arch 28, 1950
Canadian Pacific sunounced that Canadiansg flying to Hawsii
d1d not meed passports, All other nationals faced this \ |

réquirement, The airport aya;am gizc continued té grov,
On July 10, 1849 Xonaz Alrport was officizily cyaaéds gnd on
Auvgust ﬁ; Kahuluil Airport was accepied by the Bﬁ@jfram the
Bavy on & revecable psrmit bagis, On Ssptember 1 the XAC
aud CAA sccepted the Lihue Airport, as well as the Hana
Afrport obn Dctober 8. On the eightesnth of the zame month
Governor Stainback wigned Act 18, Special Session of Hawsii
1849, appropristing 31,641,770 for airport purposes;
$442,570 of this went to the Hosolulu Afrport, Op Aprdl
12, 1930 President Truman signed an executive order trans-
+ ferring the ownership of the Bonolulu Alrport from the navy.
to the Territory of Hawail and in January 1950 the navy

turned over to the sirport some seventy-five bulldings of




the naval sir facility om the uorth side of the airport,
ghich later proved to be g largs source of é@gﬁ Zox the
ai?yorze At %hix.time ¢he importsnce of having s masier
plan for the territorial sirport system was rsuogaized,
and on Jaouary 6, 1850, Clark ¥, Xee, 2 nationally ksown
girport designeyr and snglinssr, commpenced é@rk 28 § OB~

suiting enginser for the HAC, Is ¥ay of 1931 he wss

gppointed by the commizmion as airport @agia@@? sud mainte

nance director, ‘ L

In July 1850 the police action in Eorea wes having @
{wpset on the Hopolulu Airport, Landings ipcreased f{rca
8,800 in June to 5,800 in July and the té&miggilhﬁiiﬁiag
wvag taxed to capaoity., ﬁﬁriag f4scal 1531 the Homolulu
Airport was third in tbe astion iz &ir@?%g?{@?%?ﬁ%iéﬁﬁg

Act S, Session Laws of Hawsii 1951, sigoed in April of ths

yoar, changsd the pame of the Homolulu Alrport te its pres
ent name, the Homolulu Imtermstional ﬁ&;§§?ﬁ,iﬁiﬁ}g ga&éﬁz

ﬁéyg Hickam Alr Force Base completed 5,417 feet of runway

to form & continuous runway of 13,087 feet, This Joinitly |

owned runway was the longest commercial runvay in the worl
gnd was aapsbla Ef_hanézing any plane in use &t thai time,
The only major chsnge in the airport systes in 1032
vas tﬁa transfer of airport operstions on Mauli from
Puynene to Kzhului Airport--the former Naval iir Biation,

The cost of revamping Kahului for commercinl usags wasm

L,

$150,000, Due mainly to g spectacular srupticn of

]
\
|
|
|
\
|
J
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Halesmauwmau {(Xilausa) on Hawaii, a nev one month record of
74,713 inter-isliand passengsrs was mel in August 1933, Dur-
ing the same ywar tbe plang for the nev terminal buiiding

compliex st the HIA suffsred 2 setbsck dus to & conflict of
interests betwsen the territory snd the navy, and s whole
ze¥ gel of plans wis stayted, Although this was a dark nots
#t the tims, ﬁrs\§?ancis X, 8Byive, chairman of the HAC
gtated at the ground breaking cervemony in 1958 that this
d¢lay was a "blesgsing in disguise” for the commission was
"able to svoid making the mistakes of other sirporis,.,”
He stated that "the pew termins} fscilities will be the
Tirst in the nation to be built for the commercisl Jjet-age
from the grousnd up,“ig

There waz & siesdy inpcrsase in the amount aflg&gseager
¥rafiic during these years, In 1954 the incvemse was 12.7%,
This incresase was dus in no smsll part to the inzuguration
of tourist cless fares, In spite of this iversage, and the
fact that the HIA wes fourth im the nmatiom in taéal Bire
eraft operations, fuel tax receipts fell 28.8%, This
partislly was due to the decrease in ager&ti@ag of the
Korean airlift, and partially due to 2 decresgs inm the fuel
tax from € to 3% cents per gallon, The tax decresss was
@ffe&tivé_&uly 1; 1853 via Act 213, Session Laws 1953,

Iz Mareh 1834, the preliminary plans for the HIA

zgﬁﬁwaii Asrongutics Commission, Annuai Report, Figeal
?&arrsuzi 1::1§58_~_33n3_392_1959 iHono?uig Aaweil Aersc
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terminel complex were approved by the HAC, The estinnted
sost was $4,300,000, In 13533, nowever, 2ll work wvas dis-
contisued on the planning, agein due to s comflict oFf
interest between the military esnd the territory, pendiog &
joint master plan of the composite arsa of the HIA, Hickas
&ir ¥orce Base, and Keehi Lagoon, |

Starting in 1854 the HAC made uss of the Covernor's
Exploy=ent Program to help relisve tbe unemployment grohlam
in the teryitory, Tha labor was used at th@.ﬁzﬁ gnd other
girports iargely for lsndscaping purposes, Iz 1835,
336,174 of this fund vas used by the HAC iz the alrport
systen,

dir traffic decressed xgaizm in fiscal 1933, bul over-
pegn passenger traffic increased 24.1%. Im 1835, 76% of |
the pagsengsrs arriving in the lslsnds arrived by air,
Thisg incresse syairn waz lsrgely atiributed to the iniro.
duction of tourist class travel, Two other orgsuizations
plaved & mrior rols in the increase in this and in the
inter-island tyravel, First was, znd ia, the Hawail Visi-
tors Buresu, This oygavization advertises Hawall through
variocus medis aznd im probably the gource of initial con-
tgot with the majority of the prospecilve travelers to the
izlands. ?h§-$eaead organization was Hawalian Alrlines,
 November 11, 1854 marked the twenty-fifth anniverssry of
its fZounding, and twenty-five years of fliying with a per-

fsct safety record. This wss the first American airline
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€0 schieve this distiaction,

1958-1885
Fiscsl ysaur 1958 can be sald 0o be the start of the

development of the present HIA, During the vear an "Agree-
msnt for %aia&i Trangfsr of Beal Fatsie” wag signed by
r@§r@£%§tativ&s of the followling sgencies: 1) United States
A%y Force, 2 United Sistes Havy, 3) United ét&teg Army,

€} Territory of Hawail (HAC), snd 5) the {AA, In genersl
thig agreement &Zlawéd for Hickaa Air Force Base, the HI4,
fionolulu Haval Alr Btation Fecility, sud Fort Xemehsmehm to
be ussd ss & smingle sirport complex, and set the basis for
the only major joimt-use airport facility in the United

Btetaes,

After conferring with representztives of the gire
.iines wserving Hawall, the Department of Public Works, the
CAk, snd other airport users, the HAC spproved the pew
Haster Terminal 8its Plan for the HIA in September 1858,
?h@ pisns iazatedlthe terminal on the poryth #ide of the
fisld (opposmite the sxisting facilitisg) and called for
four separate uniis: ths overseas departurs gection; the
domestic overseas section, the forsign arrivals section,
snd 3n ipter-isgland geation., The ﬁ?erseaﬁ dopariure gece
5%&@3 tied iz with the aduisistrstion building to form the
waiuv unit,

¥Figcal 1858 was & ysar of acquiriang the land &nd

monsy for the new airport. First, "the territory and the



federal goveriment szchanged lgnd parcels wherseby ths
teryitory wag granted Zi-ysar leszgeg for 248 sores requirsd
fop the sasgter plan development of the Jet-zge airport. In
returs, the territory granted 2S5-yesr leases om 172 acres
of isnd snd 344 zores of pubmergsd lund to the federal
governmsnt Jor naval svisgtion purpeaega”zﬁ The teryritory
gis¢ socquired 87.288 acres from ths Damon Tract through
esxiognt domsin procesdings. The land was obizined by the
teryitory in Uctober 1038 =t & cost of 34,850,000,

Joint Besolution 32, Sewmsicn Laws of Hawagii 1837
suthoriged the zule of $14,000,000 of Beries & Avistion
BEsvenue Bonds for the development of the HIA. The szls of
the bonds had to be approved by congress (PL 85-5343., The
bill wss wsigned by the president on July 18, 1838, and the
bonds were sold in New York os Harch 31, 1938, Ip addi-
tion to these funds, the FAA contributed $2,875,000 to the
‘projsct. _

Op Februsry 3, 1939 the ground bresking ceremony took
piace at the BIA and on February 11, work began on the first
stage of the site preparation. The site preparetion for the
termipel buildings wag completed in December 1858, and copn-
gtruction of the terminal butldings was sizvted in ¥arch of
1960, Throughout this construction procesz the oid terminsl

facilities were pushed to their limit, Alrport operations

20hawait Asronsutice Commission, Apnual Report, Piscsl
Year July 1, 1857 - June 30, 1658 (Homolulu: Hawvall ABro=
neutics Commiszion, 1838}, v, 4.
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iporessed 1,45, and passenger traffic lncressed 23.3% in
fizcsl 1580, Thim latter incresse was dus msinly %o two
Yactors, The first was the inpsugurstion of jet sgrvice fo
Hawaii, Quantss began Boeing 707 service in August 1839,
Pan Americsn in September and Umited with DC-8's is Harch
1680, The second factor was.ﬁéwaii‘a becoming & state in
August , 1839,

sithough the pericd starting in 1938 was ons of
major concern with the HIA, the rest of the zirport sysies
was sot stsnding still, In Decsmber 1837, the title to
Kabhului Aiyport was officially transferved 1o the tervritory
yis Quitclaim Deed authorized by Public law 397, 82nd
Cﬁégrss&. The 1,338 acyes of land wes zeguired by the navy
" for $487,000 snd tbe coet ¢f development waz $25,000,0090,
The HAC also accepted 19,8 acres of land from the Hans
Bamck Co., Ltd, for the expansien of iiana Alrport, The
teraingl building for Molokal Airport was pul into opers-
tion in June 1857, the cost of comsiruction being $220,000,

Iz 1958 the Puunens Airport was released by the CAA
to peymit the HAC to sell the land snd use the procseds for
seronsutical purposes, During this year operations st the
AIA increased by 14,1%, but inter-isiand passengers de-
creased, maiply due to & four-monil SuUgay strike, Im 1830
the territory snd the Lihue Pilsatation Co, exchanged 1&#&
parcels fdr the future development of the Libus Alrport,

Beginning in 1933, extension oy relocstion of ihe
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Eops Alrport was held up in litigation and copizroversy.
4ot 334, Seszion Laws of Hawaii 1958 sppropriszted $3233,000
for the sxteﬁsiﬁﬁ of the exiseting runwry. 7TEs CORESIIUCe
tion was depesdent upon the availability of general obliga-
téon bonds snd the outcome of the injusction szgainst such
extension, Iz 1861, $47,.681 wam spent for s study for ths
reloaation of thig zirport. During the same year approXi-
metely $22,000 was spent in isproving Libue Alrport aud
$100,000 in extsnding the runway at Gensral Lyman Fileld
{dile). Bection 1{s), 4Act 33, Budget Bessios of 1980, lst
Bitste legislature authorized genersal fund appropriations of
$681,000 to be used by the commission for improvements and
additions on Hawaill, ¥aul, and Xausi,

The major change in the system for this period was
8% argaﬁiz&zienai one, As of July 1, 1861 the HAC was
abolished asd a3ll of {ts duties were taken over by the
Depariment of Trangportation,

Fiscal 1962 sav the passsge of three sctes concerning
the sirport system, Aot 182, General Demsion of 1561,
authorized the issuancs of Genersl Obligstion B@n&é up to
$4,000,000 for the development of the mirport zystem,
Act 183 appropristed $300,000 of Ceneral Opligation Bonds
for the extension of runvwaey B-2% al Geperszl Lyman Field to
sccommodates jet ﬁé??ica, {Thi= am&ugt vzs 1o bs matehed by
the federal govermment.} The same zct slzo appropriated

$1,000,000 for the development of Xabului Airport, The
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Airports Division was not required 1o reimburse the mtate
for the funds for Act 185, but was regquired to do so for

Aot 1982,
act 23 of the Budget Sesmion of 19872 decressed the

fusl tax from 33 cents to 1 cent per gallon, effective Hay
21, 1862, This same act fustituted the Alrport Use Charge
{described in Chapter 3) which is the basic source of

. Fevenue for the airport gsyaten today,

The Jobn Rodgers Terminal of the HZé.ﬁaa dedicated on
Auguet 22, 1982, and st midnight, October 14, 13682 &1l
operstions ceased at the old termingl &nd commenced st the
new one,, Hooolulu had caught up with the modern sge of jet
transport. During the calendar year o0f 1982 the gircraft
Bovements st the HIA equalled 286,361, snd according to the
FAA, plsced the HIA as the ninth busiest girport in the
n;tian, For fiscsl 1883, passenger traffic increzsed 14.1%,
Passenger traffic to Kahului increased 21.47% is a six-
month period due to the opening of the Ksanspali rsgort

ares on ¥aui,

The Present Hawaiian Airport Systen

The bislory of thes Hawaitan Alrport System, mot to
mention that of the HIA, has been ocne of conetant chaoge
gnd ﬁ&veicpmeat and this procegs is continuing tcéayg

Even vow there ig talk of furtber development of the HIA



